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Response to taxanes in triple negative breast cancer
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To The Editor,

We read with great interest the article by Torrisi et al. [2].
In their preoperative treatment of locally advanced triple
negative breast cancer, cisplatin containing chemotherapy
followed by paclitaxel induced a high pCR rate. Authors in
the discussion part state that their results support lower
responsiveness to taxanes if compared with cisplatin in
BRCA1 defective breast cancer. Hayes etal. [1] study
evealuated HER?2 and response to paclitaxel in node-posi-
tive breast cancer. In this retrospective analysis of CALGB
9344/INT0148 study in which randomly selected 1,500
women from 3,121 women with node-positive breast cancer
had been been randomly assigned to receive adjuvant doxo-
rubicin plus cyclophosphamide (for four cycles), followed
by four cycles of paclitaxel or observation. In the subgroup
analysis according to estrogen receptor and HER-2 receptor
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status, patients with a HER2-negative and estrogen-receptor
negative breast cancer benefited from paclitaxel sigificantly
(P =0.002). This information may indicate that in long-term
run, triple negative breast cancer patients may get benefit
from addititon of paclitaxel to standard regimen.
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